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SOUTH WEST FORESTS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [9.12 am]: I would also like to inform the house about 
my visit to our south west forests with staff from the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
where I caught up with my colleagues the member for Darling Range and the member for Warren–Blackwood. In 
September 2021, the McGowan government took the historic step of announcing the end of large-scale commercial 
logging in our south west forests from 1 January 2024. Over three days in the south west I visited our biodiverse 
jarrah, karri and tuart forests. I was able to see firsthand why it is so important to retain and protect our south west 
native forests for their intrinsic value and role as a carbon sink to respond to climate change. At Tone–Perup Nature 
Reserve, the member for Warren–Blackwood and I were very fortunate to see a number of threatened animals 
that are thriving in the forests at Perup. In an hour, at night-time, we spotted woylies, western ringtail possums, 
brush-tailed phascogales, brush-tailed possums, quenda and tammar wallabies. 
Foxes and feral cats are the greatest threat to our native animals. Through DBCA’s western shield program, the 
fox and feral cat control undertaken each year is critical to these species continuing in the wild. In Perup, this work 
is protecting WA’s largest populations of numbat, woylie and other important populations of chuditch, tammar 
wallaby and quokka. We can be optimistic about the good work done at Perup and the future for the native animals 
in this very special place. 
It is vital that we actively manage our native forests to ensure that they are resilient in the face of the drying, warming 
climate, particularly those parts where there has been regeneration or regrowth from disturbance. Through DBCA, 
the Conservation and Parks Commission is preparing the next forest management plan that will ensure we have 
healthy and resilient forests long into the future. Over the coming months, a range of opportunities will be provided 
for stakeholders and the public to have their say on future management. I encourage all those who want to be involved 
and updated on the plan to register their interest with DBCA. The management and preservation of this vital natural 
asset for generations to come is critical to the survival of native flora and fauna. 
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